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Statesman: Secretariat’s
oldest living son still
thrives in Arizona

By ToBl TAYLOR

great deal of excitement and anxi-
nety surrounded Secretariat’s re-
tirement from racing in November
of 1973, after he had swept the Triple
Crown and won 13 other races. Earli-
er that year, he had been syndicated
into 32 shares for a record $6.1 mil-
lion, and much attention was being
paid to his ability to sire offspring by
shareholders eager to begin to recoup
their investment. (Some of them no
doubt recalled that Assault, the 1946
Triple Crown winner, had been practi-
cally sterile.) g
To ascertain his fertility, in Decem-
ber of 1973 Secretariat was bred to
three test mares. None of them were
Thoroughbreds, so that, as Thomas
Kiernan, author of The Secretariat Fac-
tor, put it, “the resultant foals, if any,
being half-breeds, would have no value
other than as curios.” Clearly, Kiernan
grossly underestimated the public’s in-
terest in the Triple Crown winner’s test

FIEAN DARLL-ALATH

7140 HE BLOOD-HORSE M NOVEMBER 1



7142

offspring. For weeks, The Thoroughbred
Record carried updates on the viability of
Secretariat’s—and his stablemate Riva
Ridge's—sperm, and Arnold Kirkpatrick,
in the Jan. 12, 1974, issue, wrote, “there
was an almost visible air of relief at Clai-
borne Farm last week when, on Jan. 3, the
first test mare bred to Secretariat was re-
ported in foal on her 40-day examina-
tion.”

Ultimately, Secretariat was able to get
two of the three mares in foal, and in late
1974 two colts were born. The first one,
out of an Appaloosa mare named Leola,
was a striking chestnut with a white blan-
ket who matured to 17 hands. While in
foal, his dam had been sold for upward of
$25,000, and once the colt—named First
Secretary—arrived, his new owner sold 15
lifetime breeding shares to him at $2,500
apiece.

In most families, the first-born child re-
ceives the lion’s share of attention, and
First Secretary was no exception. The date
of his birth, Nov, 15, 1974, was recorded
for posterity. Periodicals such as the Ap-
paloosa Journal and the now-defunct Clas-
sic Magazine devoted entire articles to
him, and he was mentioned in passing, if
not by name, in many more. Over the
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» Stakes-winning son of CLEVER TRICK, lead-
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Statesman is the product of a test mating between Secretariat and a draft mare

years, First Secretary gained fame as a
sire of Appaloosa racehorses and sport
horses, like First Hot Tip, Watch Me Go
First, Fast Talking Man, First Time, and
Belle’s Pizazz. He was also elected to the
Appaloosa Hall of Fame. First Secretary
died at age 19, just as his sire had, in
1993,

Secretariat’s second son was born with
comparatively little fanfare: his exact date
of birth is unknown, though he was born
sometime in November or December of
1974. His dam, whose name went un-
recorded, was a nondescript draft mare
that was used to nurse Claiborne Farm
foals.

Don Montgomery, a lawyer and insur-
ance executive from Lima, Ohio, first saw
the colt at nine months of age and decid-
ed he had to have him. Christened States-
man, the colt grew to be a strapping in-
dividual, measuring 15.3 hands. Although
three inches shorter than his sire, he was
powerfully built, with straight legs, good
feet, a well-set-on neck, a short back, and
heavily muscled hindquarters. Aside from
sporting a blaze rather than a star and
strip, Statesman’s color and markings—a
solid-colored left foreleg, with socks or
stockings on the remaining three—
matched those of his sire.

Not only did Statesman look like Sec-
retariat, he inherited his athletic ability. In
a 1980 Chicago Tribune article, Don Mont-
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gomery remarked that “I brought him
home (from Claiborne) and he promptly
jumped a four-foot paddock fence clean.
I figured we had a pretty good jumper on
our hands.” Montgomery’s trainer, Julie
Otte (now Julian), preferred riding on the
flat to jumping, so Statesman was instead
trained and shown in dressage to fourth
level. At that time, there were few horses
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in this country schooled to such a high’

standard.

Montgomery’s plan was to breed States-
man to Thoroughbred mares to create a
horse ideally suited for dressage, show
jumping, and combined training (a test of
supreme fitness that comprises three phas-
es, over three days: dressage, cross-coun-
try, and show jumping). With great fore-
sight, in 1981, he and his then wife, Jen-
nifer Montgomery, started an organiza-
tion called the American Performance
Horse Association, and Statesman (Reg-
istry No. 000000001) was its foundation
sire. Today, there are several breed asso-
ciations, such as the Performance Horse
Registry and the American Warmblood
Society, that encourage the use of Thor-
oughbreds and part-Thoroughbreds as
sport horses, but in the late 1970s, part-
bred sport horses were comparatively rare
in the United States, and those that were
here had been imported from Europe.

As Montgomery predicted, not only did
Statesman excel as a dressage horse, he
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also turned out to be a capable sire of
sport horses. Bred mainly to Thoroughbred
mares, he produced offspring that were
considerably larger, smoother bodied, and
even more talented than he was. In addi-
tion, they inherited his work ethic, charis-
ma, and unflappable disposition.

Among his best-known offspring are
Chief of State, later renamed Caveat, who
competed at the highest level of dressage,
grand prix; Courier, who competed to
fourth level in dressage and now serves'as
a school horse; State Trooper, who still
competes at second level; and Something
Stately, who competed to second level.
Statesman’s other offspring, including Di-
rector, Dixie State, Envoy, Evita, and Man-
ana, excelled as polo ponies, hunters, and
jumpers.

A VARIED CAREER

Despite the quality of his offspring, in-
terest in Statesman as a sire waned as he
grew older, and he was gelded when he
was 10 years old. After that, this versatile
horse was trained and used as a polo pony
and also schooled over jumps, for which
he had shown such aptitude years before.

In 1989, Statesman, along with other
American Performance Horses, was
shipped to Scottsdale, Ariz., to be sold.
Statesman caught the eye of Shelley Ebel,
owner of Flying Fox Farm in Scottsdale,
who had recently sold her riding horse and
was looking for a replacement mount. She
found herself immediately drawn to the
15-year-old horse, and she asked her dres-
sage trainer, Julie Sodowsky, of Phoenix,
to ride and evaluate him. Ebel recalls that
Sodowsky particularly praised his trot,
and she remembers that “he had big, ex-
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(Tri Jet — Susan'’s Girl, by Quadrangle)
Stakes winner of $238,683
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the daughter of a Champion filly. Family
of BUNTY’S FLIGHT, broodmare sire of
DEPUTY MINISTER.
FIFTYSEVENVETTE'S

8 known foals to race includes
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Courier, a son of Statesman’s, competed to fourth
level in dressage and now serves as a school horse

pressive (flying lead) changes—the way
they’re supposed to be. (When you rode
him) you’d just get catapulted.” After a
few months in training, Sodowsky showed
Statesman in three third level dressage
classes, of which he won two. He then
started to develop a lameness problem,

| which curtailed his training.

Because Statesman'’s lameness rendered
him useful for only light work, he en-
tered the final phase of his varied ca-
reer—as a dressage “schoolmaster,”
meaning that it was time for this four-
legged professor to teach riders who knew
considerably less about dressage than he
did. It was then, while I served as a work-
ing student at Flying Fox Farm, that I met
Statesman, or “Twinkie,” as he is affec-
tionately known.

In 1997, former Swedish equestrian

(continued on page 7156)
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team member Christina Hermodsson was
holding a dressage clinic at Flying Fox
Farm. One of the participants in the clin-
ic had canceled, and I was asked to fill the
slot by riding Statesman, whom I had
never met. When I went to get him out of
his stall, it was hard for me to believe
that he was one of the famous Secretari-
at test foals. He was 23 years old, and
smaller and rounder than his sire. With his
shaggy fetlocks (inherited, no doubt, from
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his dam) and in his long winter coat, he
looked more like a Thelwell pony than
the son of a Triple Crown winner. As I
tacked him up, he didn’t initially endear
himself to me because he quite stealthily
tried to step on my foot while I was
girthing him up and he considered biting
me when I was bridling him. But once I
mounted him, my perspective changed.

. As we entered the dressage arena and
headed toward Hermodsson, a gust of
wind picked up a white plastic shopping
bag, and I prepared for the worst as it
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went flapping between Statesman’s legs.
Some horses would have been sent into
a blind panic, but Statesman carried on his
way as though the bag weren’t there. We
continued with our lesson, and by the
end I was completely enthralled with him.
To me, Statesman embodied the best of
both of his parents. I had ridden warm-
bloods who never seemed to wake up,
and Thoroughbreds who used any op-
portunity to go “off to the races,” no mat-
ter how long they had been retired from
the track. Statesman, on the other hand,
was powerful but surprisingly light on his
feet, quiet but not numb. I had the sense
that Statesman simply couldn’t be both-
ered by anything trivial. He knew he was
someone special, and now I did, too.

THE PERSONIFICATION OF A DREAM

No one realized how privileged 1 felt
to be riding Statesman. I had been a fan
of Secretariat since my childhood, watch-
ing him streak across my television
screen, saving newspaper clippings of
his racing wins, and collecting posters,
books, magazines, and prints featuring
his likeness. I had been in Chicago the
weekend Secretariat won the Arlington
Invitational, and I had even made a pil-
grimage to see him at Claiborne Farm, in
1975, but the farm was closed to visitors.
As the years went by, I followed the ex-
ploits of his children, like Terlingua and
General Assembly, and then his grand-

| children, such as Chief’s Crown and A.P.

Indy. When Secretariat died in 1989, I
grieved along with thousands of other
racing fans. For me, Statesman was a
living, breathing, chestnut link to an in-
credible era. .

Knowing how much I enjoyed riding
him, Ebel offered Statesman, then 24, to
me in an extended lease agreement in
1988, and I took him to my home in the
desert north of Scottsdale. Each day, I
turn him out in a paddock with an Ara-
bian mare one-third his age, whom we
refer to as his “trophy wife.” She helps
keep him fit by chasing him when he
gets out of line. He seems to think that
is a small price to pay to be in her pres-
ence. When she comes back to the pad-
dock after a ride, Statesman will try to im-
press her by doing a slow, cadenced trot,
with his massive neck arched, and he
will nicker deeply at her, a sound that is
almost a growl. Unfortunately, this
pageantry goes unnoticed except by me.

Even if he doesn’t interest my mare,
Statesman still has his share of admirers.
Friends and relatives who don’t consider
themselves equine or horse racing en-
thusiasts have brought their own friends
over to see him, saying, “Remember Sec-
retariat? Well, this is his oldest living son!”
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Indeed, several people have asked to have
their picture taken with him, or even on
him. He enjoys the attention and is easi-
ly posed for photos.

Statesman is ridden lightly several times
a week, in a combination of ring work,
dressage lessons, and trail riding. He is the
best trail horse I've ridden because he is
both unflappable and well trained. I know
that most people think of dressage as an
esoteric sport that cannot be applied to the
“real world” of riding, but the original
goal of dressage was to create a more ath-
letic, responsive horse. Statesman is a
pleasure on the trail because he can be rid-
den at the front or in the back of a group
of horses, he can move around trees,
bushes, or anything else on the landscape
with a mere touch of my calf, and his
speed can be easily rated.

Because we do so much trail riding,
Statesman has become a sort of mascot to
the children in my neighborhood. They
misunderstood when I told them his name >
is Twinkie, so now we ride down the i
street to choruses of “Hi, Pinkie!” I also i,- s Y

get calls from trail riding friends who want | Ty ——
Statesman to set an example on the trail W -
for their less experienced horses. The only -

time I've even come close to involuntar-

-<¥
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Statesman, who excelled as a dressage horse, later
was trained as a polo pony and schooled over jumps

ily leaving Statesman’s back was when,
during an outing, a motorcycle rider
emerged out of nowhere, throwing up
clouds of dust and gravel, and sending
the other horse and rider in our party bolt-
ing down a desert arroyo. Statesman felt
he had to follow suit, and off we charged,
passing a coiled-up, hissing rattlesnake
whose sleep we had disturbed. Within a
few moments, all was under control again
and we continued sedately through the
desert. Even under those circumstances,
I never had that horrible sense of being
carted away by a crazed, brainless animal.

As a lesson horse, Statesman has been
a master teacher. Over the course of a
year, he taught me more about dressage
than I had learned in the previous five. I
would ride around with a book in hand,
reading about what aids to give to execute
a particular movement, and presto—he
would do it. One day, my friend, neigh-
bor, and trainer, Lois Whittington, re-
marked that Statesman knows how to
piaffe, which is a trot on the spot that re-
quires a tremendous amount of strength.
While she explained how to ask him for
it, she tapped his hind legs lightly for en-
couragement, and I suddenly felt an amaz-
ing sensation: with each stride, he was lift-
ing me up, but we weren’t moving for-
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(continued from page 7158) )

ward. Never had [ felt such power, and I
am sure that his ability to piaffe is owed
to his correct conformation and powerful
hindquarters, which he no doubt inherit-
ed from his sire.

It has been said Secretariat did not come
close to fulfilling breeders' expectations
(though he more than made up for it by
becoming a premier broodmare sire), and
that he did not, by and large, tend to
stamp his get with his own likeness. For
example, what are considered his two
best runners—Horse of the Year Lady’s Se-
cret and champion 3-year-old colt Risen
Star, a small gray filly and a rangy bay colt,
respectively—bore little or no resemblance
to their sire. In contrast, it is interesting
that both First Secretary and Statesman
looked so much like Secretariat in terms
of their conformation, color, and markings.
The quality of these two “curios” goes
beyond mere resemblance, however; each
turned out to be a sire of merit, and States-
man has the added distinction of having
excelled as a performance horse. As Jen-
nifer Montgomery remarked, “Statesman
is one of a kind. His progeny have all
done well. He is a horse who could do any-
thing.”

Edward Bowen, former editor of The
Blood-Horse, wrote that Secretariat was
“the personification of a dream, dreamed
by all men who would look upon great-
ness in a Thoroughbred and say, ‘Ah, that
he came along in our time.” ” Those of us
whose lives have been touched by States-
man—as riders, breeders, or owners of
his descendants—know that what Bowen
wrote about the father applies in great
measure to the son. Ah, that both of them
came along in our time!

Tobi Taylor is a freelance writer whose
work has appeared in such publications as
Horse Illustrated, Dressage Today, and
Archaeology. She is also the editor of Amer-
ican Indian Art Magazine and Kiva: The
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